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ANTI-SEMITISM
IS HERE
“Anti-Semites seem to think it is open season on Jews.
And maybe, given the many incidents, they are right.”
— Deborah Lipstadt
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A Terrifying New Normal
By Amir Cohen

I

t is New Year’s Day, my birthday. I deliberately waited
for the new year before I wrote this column. To say that
anti-Semitism was my choice as the theme for the Messenger is to give me too much credit. This theme tragically picked itself. It was that kind of a year. Too often
this past year, and those among you who read my weekly
Bulletin know this, I have quoted and referenced Deborah Lipstadt. As a general
rule, if Lipstadt features more frequently
than the Beatles and Gal Gadot combined
it is a sign of trouble.
I was on my way back from Israel a
little over a year ago when the attack on
Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life synagogue took
place. A few months later, moments after landing at Logan from another Israel
trip, I rushed to the Jewish cemetery in
Fall River where I took the pictures that
make the cover of this Messenger. Attacks and displays
of anti-Semitism are reported daily. A horrific murder of
Jews in a New Jersey supermarket and a machete attack
at the home of a Monsey rabbi during a Hanukah candle
lighting ceremony happened only days apart. This is a terrifying new normal I for one never imagined would take
place in America.

and prosperous Israel. As an American I never for one
second consider that the response to anti-Semitism would
be to go back to Israel - even if years ago former Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon told me as much at a meeting with
the staff of the Forward. Conversely I never think to suggest to my Israeli friends and family to move here after
a suicide bombing on a Tel Aviv bus. Both seem
equally foolish proposals to me. Israel always has
taken care of itself and will continue to do so. Our
community (and Jewish communities throughout
North America) stands strong in the face of this
most recent wave.
I hope all of us continue to wear our Star of
David necklaces, stop covering our kippot with
baseball caps and proudly light our menorahs and
place them in a window. I know I did. In fact last
year I lit two menorahs - just because. And at the
same time we show our faith, ignore our fears, and become a light onto nations I know we will continue to educate. We do so with the Trunks of Tolerance (see page 11)
here in New Bedford area schools, through programs we
bring to our community, and through ongoing dialogues
and advocacy efforts that have become part of our dayto-day routine.

It will more likely come with added costs (for security),
The Messenger’s main objective is to thank you, members of our community, for your generosity. As a com- but this is only a detail. Nothing will stand between us
munity we rise, we stand firm, and we educate. We are and our mission, nor will we ever be deterred. Many of
responsible for one another. There isn’t left or right, secu- you who are listed in the Honor Roll on pages 6-7 have
lar or Orthodox, Israeli Jews or American Jews. There supported our Federation for many years. There is no one
can’t be us and them.
better positioned to see
It’s us, all of us. One big
these efforts and out“For
happily
the
Government
of
the
United
tent, our tent, and we are
comes, and to be proud
States gives to bigotry no sanction,
all in it together. In the
of them. When a gunto persecution no assistance.”
past few years, here at
man reached the doors
— President George Washington, August 1790
the Jewish Federation of
of a synagogue in Halle,
Greater New Bedford,
Germany, this past Yom Kippur, the people worshipping
we have invited and included members of all faiths in
inside were safe and secure because of the generosity
many of our programs, events and activities and they have
of people like you. Donors to the Jewish Federation of
invited us in return. Our leadership receives messages of
Greater New Bedford empowered our global partners to
support after anti-Semitic incidents from the Islamic Socisave lives.
ety and the Inter-Church Council because they share our
pain. It happened too often last year.
In his famous letter to the Jewish community of NewLast year I realized that I have lived exactly half my port, RI, President George Washington wrote, “For haplife in Israel and the other half in the U.S. Never during pily the Government of the United States gives to bigotry
my years in Israel did I doubt that Israel would prevail no no sanction, to persecution no assistance.” His words are
matter the odds. And I feel the same way about Jewish life as important now as they were 230 years ago and they can
also help us remind our non-Jewish friends that combatin America today.
ing anti-Semitism, protecting communities and educating
My first job after I moved to America from Israel was new generations is not just the job of the Jewish commuwith the Forward newspaper. In the early 1900s the For- nity but a project for our nation. And if my confidence
ward was a vehicle through which thousands of American and optimism aren’t enough, the first donation made to
Jews learned how to become Americans. Perhaps that first our federation this year was made with the following mesjob was part of my indoctrination. I certainly learned a sage: “Sending love from a gentile in this time of violence
lot about Jewish history on these shores. I was optimis- and hatred.” Our first president it turns out was spot on.
tic then and remain so now. World Jewry depends on a
strong American Jewish community as well as a strong
Thank you for your past and future support.

Call or email Amir@JewishNewBedford.org, 508-997-7471
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Banding Together In Solidarity
By Manya Bark
This past summer I assumed the role of president of
the Jewish Federation of New Bedford. I undertake this
new role with great sincerity. Jews in the wider world
and in our own community are entering into (at least in
our generation) an unfamiliar
space that is less tolerant of
Jews and at times outright hostile and violent. We only need
to look in our own backyard in
Fall River and the desecration
of Hebrew Cemetery there in
March of this year to be acutely
aware of this new reality.
This new reality means that
we need to support the Federation and its programs more than ever. The Federation provides outstanding educational programs that help educate
not just our own Jewish community but the greater New
Bedford community as well.

Our collaborations with the Islamic community of
New Bedford in programs involving photographers
and chefs helped foster better understanding and compassion for each other. That compassion was extended

this on a community level in New Bedford with the
Federation, there is hope that it can be done elsewhere.
This reminds me of a quote from Rabbi Lord Jona-

We only need to look in our own backyard
in Fall River and the desecration of
Hebrew Cemetery there in March of this year
to be acutely aware of this new reality.
when Martin Bentz of the Islamic community in Dartmouth stood in solidarity with us recently following
the attack at the Pittsburgh Tree of Life synagogue and
after the Fall River cemetery vandalism. If we can do

than Sacks, “For though my faith is not yours and your
faith is not mine, if we are each free to light our own
flame, together we can banish some of the darkness of
the world.”

Call or email Amir@JewishNewBedford.org, 508-997-7471
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Other programs foster our Jewish identity and connection to Israel through education, programming and
activities, allowing us to act on the Jewish ideal of
tzedakah.

anti-Semitism in making the choice. I felt it was important to gain a better understanding of the problem,
to learn what is being done and what we can do as
well.

I want to see these programs continue in the future
as they strengthen us as a community and as individual
Jews. I would also request that you, the reader, attend
an event or two and show your support for the Federation and what it is doing in our community - whether it
is educating against hate or providing a fun experience
that brings us together, creating a sense of solidarity.

It was wonderful to meet other community leaders
and lay people in the Jewish community but more fundamentally to learn from them. The programs were excellent: from speakers in the intelligence community
sharing what they are doing to combat hate and what
we need to do to remain vigilant; to Professor Deborah
Lipstadt, author of Antisemitism: Here and Now; to
small communities not unlike ours who have implemented security protocols that kept their community
safe after being targeted; to breakout sessions where
groups brainstormed. It ended up being a very “brain
heavy” three days but so enormously productive.

One of my first obligations as president of the Federation was to attend the JFNA conference in Wash-

We only need to look in
our own backyard
in Fall River and the
desecration of
Hebrew Cemetery there
in March of this year
to be acutely aware of
this new reality.
ington D.C. this past November. There was a new
format this year. Participants chose to concentrate on
one of three different tracks: community engagement,
anti-Semitism and security. I chose the anti-Semitism
track as I am keenly aware of the growing problem but
at times feel at a loss to on how to effectively combat
it. I also considered how our own local community and
students on college campuses have been affected by

If the conference weren’t enough of a reminder of
the anti-Semitism we face, there was this disturbing
incident. Upon exiting the hotel and while waiting
for a taxi to the airport, we were confronted by approximately 10-15 individuals holding placards, one
of which stated “Your Rabbi is killing YOU” while a
Christian message was being sung to a Jewish song.
The trajectory of all the “anti-Semitisms” had come
full circle.
It is an unfortunate reality that in dark times we
often find ourselves banding together in solidarity for
comfort and strength. I hope you can support YOUR
Federation and community and help not only strengthen us against hate, but empower us through our identity as Jews with core Jewish values. If there was one
takeaway I left the conference with, it is that we should
never back down and retreat, but rather be proactive.
You can be proactive through your financial support of
the Jewish Federation of Greater New Bedford and attendance at Federation events. As your new Federation
president, l am committed to doing my very best to
not only continue the wonderful programming, events
and activities that Federation is known for, but to also
strengthen us as a community – and that can only happen with your involvement.
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ANNUALForCAMPAIGN
gifts pledged and received
King David
$10,000+
Sheldon Friedland
Alfred and Karan Ross
Ben Gurion
$1,000-$9,999
Susan Barnet
Edward and Peggy Barry
Judith Barry
Paul and Elaine Chervinsky
Scott Corin and Nina Blumenthal
Jerold and Jeanne Danis
Lloyd and Debbie Felder
Milton and Barbara Glicksman
Murray Goldberg
Robert and Leslea Harelick
Jeffrey and Lee Horowitz
Jack and Leslie Howard
Kenneth and Wendy Joblon
Alan and Lisa Katz
Robert and Linda+ Lane
Kenneth Lipman
Martin Lipman and Barbara Pearl
Miriam London
Betty Matathia
Roger Rosen
Barbara Samuels
Sybil Savit
Gilbert and Frima Shapiro
Kenneth Shwartz and June Smith
Larry and Louise Shwartz
Calvin+ and Sue Siegal
Barry and Meg Steinberg
Bob and Judi Sterns
Michael and Maura Zeman
Theodore Herzl
$500-$999
Robert and Janet Feingold
Janet Freedman and Andrew Peppard
Norman and Ronya Glassman
David and Ruth Glicksman
Ellen Hull
Rabbi Raphael Kanter
and Cindy Benson
Andrei and Judith Klein
Murray and Andrea Lukoff
John and Marsha Onufrak
Ralph Pollack
Judy Pollack

Elliot and Patty Rosenfield
Donald and Susan Rudnick
Louis and Bonnie Silverstein
John Waterman
Melvin and Cindy Yoken
Al and Elaine Youman
Alan and Jane Zexter
Chai
$360-$499
Barry Becken and Ivy Feuerstadt
Anonymous
Goldie Gitlin
Barbara Gotlib
Wil and Carole Herrup
Jay and Carol Marlin
Shawn and Anne McGuire
Michael and Catherine Russell
Cantor Nathaniel
and Melynda Schudrich
Masada
$180-$359
Kenneth and Liz Ackerman
Rahim and Dorothy Aghai
Steve and Laura Carreiro
Amir Cohen
Laura Dill
Louise Felder
Lawrence and Harriet Fletcher
Barbara Friedland
Wendy Friedman
Charlotte Friedman
Anonymous
Ellen Gitlin
Glaser Glass Corporation
Robin Gross
Barrett and Mary Hurwitz
Cary Isaacs and Illana Feinerman
Claire Levovsky
Peter and Marion London
Kenneth and Judy Martin
Steven and Silvija Mazza
Catherine Michael
Rex Monumental Works
David and Janet Rosenberg
Murray and Gladys Rosofsky
Charlotte Salon+
Henry and Patricia Saltzman
William Straus
Henry and Marion Wainer

Robert and Linda Waxler
Borrah Weiner and
Barbara Finkelstein
Marc Weiner
Pomegranate
$100-$179
Anonymous
Paul and Pearl Bacdayan
Manya Bark
Andrew Barroll
Sarah and David Caruso
Ross and Andrea Chartoff
Barbara Dennis
Ida Finger-Case
Gerald and Mary Franklin
Arthur Glassman
Edward and
Barbara Glicksman
Harriet Gottesman
Martin and Ruth Gross
Cheryl Guterman
Martha Hammel
Jay and Lois Horowitz
Bertram Howard+
Barbara Kaplan
Barbara Kaplan
Todd Kates
Thomas and Gayle Kiefer
Jay and Carol Kivowitz
Stacey Knox
Frances Levin
Jerry and Susan Levin
Stanley and Ilene Levine
Abraham and Rachel Levinson
Paul and Myrna Lubin
Matthew and Leah MacLeod
Michael and Anna Mello
Nathan Naftoly
Nat’l Council of Jewish Women
Anonymous
Anonymous
James O’Dwyer and Barbara Queen+
Edith Pliskin+
Christine Raber
Maria and Robert Reed
Michael and Janna Renzi
David and Rachel Rolston
Anonymous
Donna Sachs
Rachel Schwartz

Lillian Shwartz
Edward and Daphne Siegal
Arthur Sklut
Ari and Eve Sky
Ida Tatelbaum
David and Jan Tatelbaum
Iris Wallace
Tzedakah
$50-$99
Cecilia Alkalay
Norman Bernstein
Myra Besen
Bernard and Ruth Bier
Neal and Phyllis Bornstein
Gary and Judith Brown
Rena Deneault
Roberta Dolinsky
Robert and Esther Eisner
Jason and Debra Falk
Elliott Feinstein
Sandy and Alex Freedman
Howard and Sheila Galitsky
Rosalyn Glaser
Sharon Grahn
Edith Helfand
Boris Kremer
Fred Levin
Doris Levine
Anthony and Rachel Lewis
Mali Lim
Keith Lima
Alex and Sophia Lustikman
Ilana Offenberger
Bernice Russo
Robert and Carol Saltzman
Steven Schwartz
and Betty Ussach-Schwartz
Carol Smola
Jeremy and Wendy Stern
Warren and Carol Sterns
Anatoly and Irina Tokman
Ronald and Patricia Weisberger
Vera Westgate
Chaverim
$1-$49
Carl and Beth Joy Andrews
Rosaria Arteaga
Irving Asser
Jordan Berson
+ deceased
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A

HONOR
ROLL
through June 30, 2019
Patricia Bloom-McDonald
Sylvia Eisner
Jonathan Feinstein
Betsy Finch-Kaplan
Andrew Florent
Vera Gassar
Myra Goldberg
Charles and Cheryl Gorfinkle
David and Heidi Gotlib

Sophie Helfand
Ronni Krasny
Alan and Andrea Kreiss
Cynthia Kroudvird
Alan Lechan
and Judith Lederman-Lechan
Martin and Brenda Levin
Albert Loerinc
Roseann Markowitz

Susan Mick
Judi Mickelson
Ellen Nelson
Abram and Sara Piratinskiy
Anonymous
Steven Sachs
Marjorie Seltzer
Robbin Smith
Marjorie Walder

Stan and Nancy Waldman
Judy Winet-Florent
Phillip and Sandra Zeitz
Beverly Zexter

Passover Appeal 2019
Thank you for your generous response to the 2019 Passover
Appeal, which raised $4,084 to purchase kosher-for-Passover
food for members of our community in need.

PASSOVER APPEAL DONORS
Ken and Liz Ackerman
Dorothy Aghai
Cecilia Alkalay
Susan Barnet
Jack Belkin
Jordan Berson
Ruth, Bernard and Jonathan Bier
Neal Bornstein
David Caruso
Paul and Elaine Chervinsky
Amir Cohen
Maureen Deneault
Roberta Dolinsky
Steven Finger
Janet Freedman
Sandra and Alexander Freedman
Sheldon Friedland

Charlotte Friedman
Wendy Friedman
Vera Gassar
Goldie Gitlin
Rosalyn Glaser
Glaser Glass
Milton Glicksman
Myra Goldberg
Charles Gorfinkle
David and Heidi Gotlib
Barbara Gotlib
Sharon Grahn
Cheryl Guterman
Rabbi Barry Hartman
Wil Herrop
Lois and Jay Horowitz
Ellen Hull

Rabbi Raphael Kanter
Andrei Klein
Cynthia Kroudvird
Linda Lane+
Brenda and Martin Levin
Frances Levin
Doris Levine
Stanley and Ilene Levine
Rachel Levinson
Maria Lim
Martin Lipman
Miriam London
Peter and Marion London
Rose Ann Markowitz
Anne and Shawn McGuire
Susan Mick
Nathan Naftoly
National Council of Jewish Women

Meryl and Barry Novek
Alan and Elizabeth Novick
Edith Pliskin+
Marsha and Stanley Revzin
Rex Monumental Works
Elliot and Patricia Rosenfield
Dora Rosenfield
Steven Sachs
Carol and Robert Saltzman
Sybil Savit
Gilbert and Frima Shapiro
Ari and Eve Sky
Robert and Judith Sterns
Ronald and Patricia Weisberger
Cynthia and Melvin Yoken
Michael and Maura Zeman
Alan Zexter

Memorial Gifts
Gifts made in honor of:
Ida Case
Emma Durfee
Barbara Gotlib

Scott Harris
Barbara Kaplan
Deborah Krevlin

Gifts made in memory of:

Harvey Ades
Evelyn and Jack Danis
Bernard Feinerman
Joel Goodman

Bertram Howard
Maxine Jaffe
Kermit Kenler
Edith Pliskin

Ken and
Judy Martins
Betty Matathia
Eli Rubin
Charlotte Salon
Cal Siegal
Joan Wollin

When you include the Jewish Federation of Greater New
Bedford in your estate plans, you provide for the future of
our Jewish community. We would like to thank those who
have done so for their thoughtful generosity.
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Call or email Amir@JewishNewBedford.org, 508-997-7471
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Holocaust Education
& Memorial Committee:
The Year That Was
By Cindy Yoken

N

ever forget. As Jews the world over, we remind ourselves of the importance of this
simple mantra after each new and horrifying
instance of anti-Semitism. We tell the story of the six
million Jewish lives lost to hate and bigotry through
the lens of the Holocaust. We work to effect change, to
promote acceptance of all faiths.
The Committee’s theme last year — “Exposing the
Shoah, What Hate Can Do!” — was chosen at a time
when the world is experiencing an uptick in anti-Semitism, when lives have been lost and acts of aggression
have increased. Our programming throughout the year
reflects the need to educate and advocate within our
community and beyond.

Lowry’s Number the Stars in advance of a Zeiterion
Theatre performance in April.
Other programming throughout the year – sponsored by BCC, UMass Dartmouth, the Federation
and Tifereth Israel – supported our efforts. The Terezin Musical Group comprising survivors of the Terezin Concentration Camp and Carolyn Enger’s piano
program “Mischlinge Expose” brought music to our
community. Authors Henry Oster (The Kindness of

For many years, community members have been

donating buttons to the Holocaust Center at BCC
where students have been working on murals. Two
were unveiled in January, one of Anne Frank and the
other Steven Ross.

And, finally, I’d like to share news of an ongoing

effort to mandate Holocaust education in our state. The
proposed bill is known as “An Act Concerning Geno-

The Trunks of Tolerance program makes available
to local middle school teachers a collection of books,
posters, art supplies and curriculum suggestions centered around the Holocaust. The program started with
two Trunks; last year the Federation provided funding
for two more. The feedback from teachers and students has been very positive.
One of the teachers involved in creating the Trunks
of Tolerance is a member of the Holocaust Committee.
Nathan Orie works at Old Rochester Regional Junior
High School as a history teacher. For the second time
in recent years, Mr. Orie brought a group of students
to Europe following their study of the Holocaust. They
toured concentration camps and came away from this
real-life lesson with a deeper understanding of the
atrocities man perpetuates against man. They, in turn,
shared what they learned and saw with other students
and friends. The Holocaust Committee, through the
Federation, was proud to make a donation in support
of this endeavor. We were honored to listen to a firsthand account and see pictures from the trip at a board
meeting.
The speaker at last year’s April Yom HaShoah observance was Albert Garih, a child survivor who was
hidden in a convent in France during World War II. He
now shares his story as a volunteer with the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. Following his presentation
here, Mr. Garih spokes to about 500 students the next
day at Durfee High School in Fall River.
Members of the Holocaust Committee also worked
with younger children this year, having been invited
into elementary school classrooms to discuss Lois

What is a Trunk of Tolerance? It’s a free source of materials that teachers can borrow to enhance their
existing Holocaust curriculum. It is another tool to teach students tolerance and encourage them to be
active resistors to prejudice.
the Hangman) and Louise Borden (The Journey That
Saved Curious George) spoke about their books. We
saw the films Etched in Glass: The Legacy of Steve
Ross and Who Will Write Our History about the hidden
archives of the Warsaw Ghetto. A teachers workshop
and a “Women and the Holocaust” conference, both at
BCC, were open to the public.

cide Education” (H.566/S.327). It seeks to amend

the Massachusetts General laws and requires that all
school districts in the state include a curriculum unit
on the Holocaust and genocide.

I look forward to seeing you at the many events we

have planned for you this year.
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Trunk of Tolerance Project
Grows with Need
By Marsha Onufrak

A

s hate crimes rise across our nation, educators need more tools to teach tolerance in
their classrooms.

Especially for children, learning from the past is not
about statistics; it’s about personal stories. Kids remember Anne Frank hiding in a cramped attic in Amsterdam, peering out the window to streets and parks

sett may borrow these trunks to enhance their existing curriculum and to fulfill Common Core standards.
Through these materials, real victims tell their experiences about what happens when people are indifferent
to bigotry.
These old trunks contain a variety of age-appropriate,
non-fiction books, posters, ID cards, lessons, art supplies

have the opportunity to decorate the trunk with artwork
based on their understanding of what they have learned
about the Holocaust. When the trunk reaches the next
teacher’s classroom, the artwork generates a conversation about what these art pieces mean. Then those students may add to the artwork decorating the trunk when
it’s their turn to pass it along to the next class.

Through these
materials, real victims
tell their experiences
about what happens
when people are
indifferent to bigotry.

and links to other materials from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum website. Using first-hand accounts from
reliable sources helps to personalize abstract concepts
and remind us that those targeted for hatred were parents,
students and children just like us. The scope of these materials has been limited to stories of survival, rescuers and
resistance.

Since the project was introduced in 2018 with only
one trunk, over 600 students from Normandin Middle
School, Keith Middle School and Old Rochester Regional Jr. High School have used the trunk resources.
After students learned about the Holocaust, they created an impressive exhibit of artwork, poems and essays reflecting their reactions. Our committee hopes
other schools will also create exhibits, which we will
display next spring at our annual Holocaust remembrance event.

Each teacher who signs up will get to keep the trunk in
his or her classroom for two weeks to incorporate the materials into their lessons. Before they pass the trunk and
its contents on to the next interested teacher, students will

Go to jewishnewbedford.org to review all the details and to participate in the Trunk of Tolerance project. This project aligns with our committee’s theme
this year: “Welcoming the Strangers’ Children.”

Teacher Jackie Nelson-Eckhardt and students who used the resources in the Trunk of Tolerance.
where she could no longer play, worrying about making the slightest noise while wondering if there would
be enough food for everyone trapped there.
It is stories like these, told by children about children, that resonate with local middle students. Four
Trunks of Tolerance, filled with Holocaust materials,
are now available for teachers or churches to borrow
at no cost from the interfaith Holocaust Education
and Memorial Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Greater New Bedford. Middle schools in Dartmouth,
New Bedford, Fall River, Fairhaven and Mattapoi-
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CAN’T MISS EVENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY
At the Claire T. Carney Library at UMass Dartmouth
A collaboration with the Center for
Jewish Culture - supported by the Federation

Tuesday, Feb. 4, 5:00PM
SHIRLY NIGRI-FARBER

Publisher of Brazil’s Shalom Magazine speaking about
the Jewish community in Brazil in “From Immigration
to Present Politics.”

Wednesday, Feb. 12, 5:00PM
TAL SCHNEIDER
Award-winning chief political correspondent of the
Israeli daily Globes will be speaking about Netanyahu
and Trump’s “reciprocal” politics and Israel’s third election in less than a year.

JEWISH FEDERATION
OF GREATER NEW BEDFORD

467 Hawthorn Street | Dartmouth, MA 02747

April 26
Yom HaShoah
Memorial Service
& Lecture
In early January 25,000 marched
across the Brooklyn Bridge in solidarity saying NO to anti-Semitism. Join us
this year as we say “Never Again” at an
afternoon ceremony in Buttonwood
Park followed by a march to Tifereth
Israel. The program features Kurt
Kleinmann who came with the children
from Vienna after the Holocaust and
was adopted by our local Federation
member Samuel Barnet.

